CONSIDERE D: 


AND THE 


VOTE of the Hoxorasrte Houss 
of Comumons Vindicared. 


| INA 7, 


EEE TE Bi 


| To a Friend. «+ 


3... LOND O0 Mgt * 4 
. _ Printed for the Author, 169 


"y 


= Le , 
> .” 
wy 3 ; | 


S1R, 


Was greatly amazed to hear you, the other 
day, 10 jonately. concerned in Behalf of the 
Oath of Abjuration ; as tho our whole Stake and 
Safety, depended on its Paſſing on the Nation. 
This convinc'd me, that it is not 1m 


. imaginable ; for 1 verily believe, there are not two Men 
in Englazd, that in their Hearts do more ſincerely love 
their preſent Majeſties, nor that, according to their poar 
| ities and Stations, ſerve them betcer you and I. 
And yet I tell you now, as I forbore not to tell you 
then, that I think a» Oath of Abjuration, is as unlikely 2 
thing to ſerve their preſent Majeſties, as any One [thang 


- in the Workd beſides. You told me then moreover, that - 


ſome good underſtanding People of your Acquaintance 
were very much offended at the ZZouſe of Commons, for 
throwing 'out that Bill twice, in two ſucceflive Seflians, 
and that they were looked upon rather as Enemies, than 
Friends , to the Preſent Government. 
moreoyer, that your Acquaintance might be both ga 
and underſtanding People, but that they made very 
with the Zouſe of Commons, and were not underſtanding 
enough in theſe Aﬀairs, to paſs a true Judgment on them 
and that it_was a moſt po thing, to look on all, 
that are not of our Mind, as Enemies. There being no- 
thing more ure, than that two Parties may do, as yau 
and I do, differ exceedingly in the Mcans.of curing and 
A 2 ſupporting 


| poſlible for Peo- 
ple*to intend the ſame Exzd.by the moſt different Means - 


I told you them | 
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ſupporting the Government, and yet both wiſh and intend 
the ſecuring and ſupporting of it ; as there is no doubt to 
be made, but both ſides of the Houſe of Commons did. 
Both ſides may be right in their Intention, 7. e. intend the 
Peace and Welfare of the:Kingdom, tho the Means the 
pitch upon, may be very different; ſo different. that -the 
contrary ſide may fancy they are truly deſtruQive of the 
End they. aim at, without believing that the Perſons cog- 
cerned, deſign any other than good, to Their Majeſties and 
the Kingdom. With this you ſeem'd to be for the preſent. ſa- 
tisfied-; bur ſince, 1 may Ahoy you begin tocchange your 
Mind again, and deſire me to fect down in Writing, upon 


. Whar Reaſons I ground my Opinion of the Miſchief of 


an- Oath of Abjuration, and ſend them to you. I hav@ a- 


. greed ro-do ſo; and I ſuppoſe, I ſhall ſufficiently ſatisfie 


all your Scruples, if I ſhall ſhew you theſe Three 
Things: 

Firſt, That an Oath of Abjuration is altogether New 
and Strange in England. | 

Secondly, That it is altogether Needleſs. 

Thirdly, Thar it is altogether Impoſſible to be kepr. 

x. An Oath of Abjuration is altogether Strange and 


 Newin England. The Line of Succeſſion hath been as fre- 


quently interrupted in England, as in any* Hereditar 

Kingdom in the World beſides. And therefore there hath: 
been as much need of an Oath of Abjuration here, as any 
where, and yet we have never had one. It is not for 
want of Inſtances, but to ſpare. your Time and Patience; 
that I_run not up beyond the Conqueſt, but will begin 
there. What Right or Title William the Conqueror had 
to theſe Kingdoms, every Body knows as well as an 

Body. The Right of Promiſe from Edward the Confeſſor,” 
if it were true, as he pretended it, yet was' no Right at 


| all; for what Power has a King of Ermgland-of himſelf 
- tO'give or beſtow the Kingdom to whom he pleaſes ?- But 


' however 


4 = — = 
. + - . ” 


- # =, - o (OTIS. 9 G $ _ l 4 as =» & 4 
RO 2 q Y eel F + - a A o_ > J 
— # on  £4.2 La SIE) « 58 3 -N I > * i. » CV *. 
Y *. == 8” *$ - - oy $ 
7 | | | J 
LS ” - -* - 


Kowever,: he alſo gave ir-to Harold on hisDeath-Bed: S&- 
the Chron. Saxon. Ann. 1066. Tunc Haroldus 'Com?s ca- 
peſſit Regnum, ficut Rex ti canceſſerat, omneſque ad id eum eli- 
gebant, & conſecratus' eſt in Regem in Feſto Epiphanie. - So 
Chron. Walt. Hemingford, cap. 1. Et juxta quod ipſe Rex Eadw. 
ante mortem ſtatuerat , fibi ſucceſſit in R:gnum Haroldus, © 
Tho: William of Malmesbury and Matth. Paris, and others, ,. * 
tell us he ſciſed upon the Crown againſt the Will of al-. © 
moſt all the Great Men, and eſpecially the Biſhops. Ex- 
tortd .a Principibus fide, arripuit Diadzma.. But let Harold 
and. the Conqueror come to the Crown how they could, 
it is manifeſt beyond-Diſpurte, that the Right Heir was then 
alive, who was Edgar Atheling, the Son-of Edward, Grand- 
child of Ea. Jronſtde. This. Edgar was not only; Heir to the 
Crown by Lineal Deſcent, bur; deſign'd to ſucceed Edward 
the Confeſſor ,-by him-himſelf, and {ent for, for that purpoſe, 
from abroad, where; he, his Mother, and his Siſters were ; 
and-4t was -look'd upon tobe fo nwch his Due,.-that, he 
was aQually ſet up: King by ſome parts, of the., Nation, ins + 
ſomuch that Edwin and Morcar, i the great Earls of thols © 
_ Times, |\with Aldred, Archbiſhop - of . Jor#, and the Ciris 
zens;of London, agreed thereto, and promiſed:to ſtand;by 
hing | And the S4x0n Chros., gives. us.an.Inſtange of the 
Abbot of \Peterborough newly.cleted,, being ſent .to Edray, | 
as King, for Confirmation. - For ( fays it) the Inhabitants 
of that Comtry. thought that he ſhould be the King.- But 
the Noiſe of William's. Invaſion, made the Nation bethink 
themſelves ; and; the People that had . been moſtforwarg rg 
ſet up Edgar, began to look,upon/him now as a Defencelell 
Youth, -and, not. ablexo make head againſt ſo-wiſe and 
hardy a Prigce as William was ; andtherefore leaving him ro 
ſhift as he could, they made their Terms with the Congque- 
ror.' The Nation had had the ſame. good: Intentions to- 
wards this poor Prince Edgar, upon the Death of Edward 
the Confeſſor, and ſome, had actually endeayoured. to. ſet 


him. 


[6] 
bim p) but 7rold was more powerful both in Friends 
and Money, and ſtept into the Throne before him, as did 
the Congueroy this ſecond-time. * The uſe 1 intend to'imake 
of this, will be, (as you may eaſily foreſee ) to ſhew you, 
that Edzay had a Title to the Throne, in the general O- 
pinion of all Exzliſh Men; and conſequently, that he 
was a dangerous Competitor to King William the Conque- 
r70r. But notwithſtanding this, King Wallaw, when he was 
Crown'd by Aldred. (the ſame 4/dred who would have ſer 
up Eager, and who has this Character beſtowed upon 
how ow 19%. oh Cap. . Vir bomus & prudens, -in- 

igenſque cedendum eſſe tempori, & Divine nequaquans refi few 
dum Ordinationi, ) took the Ouch of Fealry of all that NS 
coneern'd, withour any farther notice taken of Edrar A- 
 vheling above the reft, and carrying him with other Lords 
and Viſhops over into Normandy, he ſet him art liberty as 
ſoon 'as any of the others. And tho he afterwards'\gave 
both -the Conqueror and William Rufus ſome Diſturbance, 
by his fiding with the Scots, and Danes, and Duke Ro- 
bert, yetbork of them had him in their Hands, and ler 
him go again, without 'any farther Miſchief; he lived for 
{Come time-in both theirCourtrs, and what became-of him 
arlaſt, weare-nor certain. . All that we-knewof it- is gom 
WW. Malmesbury, who making mention-of 'him adds, 4b. 2. 
pag. 25. Bui poſt orcifronem Flaroldi 4 quibuſdam in Regens 
eetus eft, & wario Iuſu Fortune rotatus Ny Nc pent decre- 
pitum diem ignobilis Rari agit. In:the fame place he 1ays, 
Shar-Devi4, his Siſter Margaret's Son, was'King of Scotland, 
which was not before the Year 1124. So thar he'ilived 
at leaſt to the Age of Seventy, if we allow him to be 
Twelve-at'the Death of Z7arold, when he waFthoughrt un- 
fir to Reign, for want of years. And yet in all the 
Reigns of 'theſe Three Kings, William the Firſt, and-Se- 
_— and Henry the Firſt, there was no Oath of Abjar- 


tio; no Renouncing to the Rightful Title of Edgar :- 
| | theling. 


o "T1 * By ."M 
theling. Each of theſe Princes receiv'd the Oak of 
Fealry and Allegiance from their Subjefts", and looked * 
no farther after the Excluſion of Edegr, than thar Oath 
did naturally carry them, which is far enough in all Con- 
feience, when honeſt People take it.” 

1087. When Milian the Conqueror died , he left the 
Duch of Normandy to his eldeſt Son Robert. ( Mezeray is 

et: when he makes the Father yield up the Duchy 
tothe Son 1077, when he was reconciled ro him, upon his 
mounting hin» again upon his Horſe, when he had igno- 
matly met and overthrown him ) and England to his (e- 
—_ Son. William Refus, and to Henry is. third Son, a 
Summ of Money , with a Propherical Prefage, 
Toke would One Day come to greater Matters. Rufus 
was then with his Father, and before his Funeral Exequies 
ome: ( ro. ſecure himſelf rhe RO ap- - 
mms Sueceſhon ) ſlipr oyer into- England, anut got him- 
elf Crowned King, by Lanfranc, —_— Camer- 
; but he was hardly warm in his mars war 
deep was form'd againſt him, in behalf of 
his- elder obert, contriy'd x yg carried on efiaech 
ally by 0d, B - _ ono CRE Kent, his Furl 
Grofey Bifliop. of Conſtance, great Lords, intend + 
ys deliver up the King and Ki Iinto:the Hands of 
Wage HI * Dogs M ne Boch he thers- 
upon E ef x | 
them the Danger he was in, — mor wir ma-- 
ny preſent Grievances, and ample Privileges to them-and 
theirs, upon -their Aſſiſtance, winch they conſented to 
give, and accordingly, by their Help, he purfued and ut-- 
terly defeated” his Enemics, and became thereby cnabled 
to forger his fair har pat oe ke 
ifrvade Eg/and, being rep great $ 
Ships and Seamen ; and Wilians, in bo Tas, mate ot 
for Normandy, to-do2s nuts as Reberr hai: defign'd ; bur * 
by -;; 
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by the Mediation of Great Men on both ſides, the Brothers 
came toan Agreement, that ſuch and ſuch Places ſhould be 
delivered to each the other, and that whichſoever of the 
Brothers died firſt, without Children, the other ſhould ſuc- 
ceed him in all his Eſtates : And to theſe Covenants twelye 
of tlie moſt conſiderable Men, on each fide, were very ſo- 
lemnly fworn. This was done 1090, and in' 1094;. the 
Brothers diſagreed again, and all the Fault was laid upon: 
the King. who again prepar'd for Normandy, where each of 
them did a great deal of Miſchief ro each other ; till, ye- 
luckily, the Pope engag'd Duke Robert to take upon him- 
the-Croitade, who being calily: perſuaded thereto» (as one; 
who was always alight-and giddy-headed Prince) he:ſenr: 
to the King, vo acquaint him with his Purpoſe, to conclude 
a Peace, and to-borrow Money for that Expedition, enga- 
ging:-his Dukedom for it, ro which the King aſleated readi- 
ly, and carried him the Money himſelf, and took poſiefli- 
on of his:Pledge ;- the Money cameto fix thouſand x hun- 
dred ſixtyfix pound of Silver: - And Robert behaved himſelf 
very honourably abroad, where he continued till thedeath 
of King:Wiltiam, 1100: In all theſe Quarrels and Cor- 
ſpiracies, occaſioned by D. Robert and his Partiſans, Ryfys: 
defired, nbr had. no other,Secyrity.of his Subjets, thanthe 
Oath: of Fealry and Allegiance, which obliged. them to. be; 
true to him , without-excluding or abjtring Robert ;- and, 
yet, I take it, Robert was a very formidable Competitor, 
and that fuch an Oath was as neceſfary then, as it everwas: 


' to this d 


-; Well; this ynfortunate - Robert was again put by: the. 
Crown, as well by 'his Abſence, as by the cunning Ma- 
nagement of his younger Brother X7e»ry, who got {o well 
into the good graces of the Lords and Biſhops,that he was 
crowned King Pefore Duke Robert could return to make 
his Claim. But, ſee the Inconſtancy of Engliſh-men Henry 


' had made large Promiſes of amending all things that were 


amils 


| T 9 T7 ; 
+ © former Reighs, and conficming the Liberte | 
of the Church, and a great many other ater of Nana I 
 thereup-n' was received by all fo N Clergy . 
with g at _—_— of Joy and mote and crowned 
by Mavrice Bilbop of Lads (for Anſelm had been driven 
away by W. Rufus) Burt before they could haye time co _> 
fee ognriting Hee would be as good as his. Word, -"Þ 
En erally engaged in a Conſpi racy to call in Rode, F 
Fiver up the Government to him: ſome of the King's 
Ships went over to Robert, and a great Conflux of People 
_ was gathered to him when he landed ar Portſmouth ; 
dur before they came to "uy their Forrune in tho Field of 
Barrel, an Accord: was made berween them, by the medi- 
ation of ſome principal Men of both ſides; by which it 
was agreed upon that Robert TnnartG continue Duke of Nor- 
(and Henry, © paying -his Brother 
4 three thouſand I bs: wy mp hereats £d Robegs 
= be cleard, .and-enjoy their Flares, and that whigh« 
-ſoeyer- of the two died Childleſs firſt, the other ſhould 
ſucceed in both rhe Kingdom and the Duchy; with-ſome. 
| Particulars, which were all of them ſiyorn to (hs e- 
) byrwelve Great'Men on each ſide. . This Agrramear. 
| eats in-1101,'and\in 4 tew: years) came: to 


; EE m_ Deprodations and Repriſals, Sui, 29d 


zetaking of Towns in Normandy, : the;fatal: Barb my 
in xx06, where Robert Was s akok Pry 
and ary ierobulncd et + = 


Enos 


LIMI 


SY a 6 
$52 | i wo } "8 
and Z7enry, wet neither of thenf rook an Oath of Abjura- 
tion from the Nation, and it is the more remarkable in 
Henry, becauſe that Robert had a Son called William, a 
braye and noble Youth, and a Prince of great Hopes,:and 
like enough to prove a ſtrong Competitor to Henry's-Chil- 
dren. He. was afterwards greatly favoured by the French 
King, and married his Queen's Siſter, and had the 
of Flanders, and other itrong Places put into his hands, 
by which he created great Troubles to his Uncle Zemry, 
till he was unfortunately wounded -at a Siege, and. being 
unskilfully Yreſſed, died in a Monaſtery five days after, 
in the Year 1128. | 5 
Bur what did Henry do with regard both to. his Brother 
obert and this vigorous Prince, young William,” who had 
warn ſcyerely to revenge his Father's Injuries and Eyes ? 
why he contented himſelf to {wear his own Son, who 
was alſo called William, into the Succeſſion of Normanay, 
in the: Year 1115, and of -Exgland in 1116, having far 
that purpoſe called a Parliament at Salichury. Conventie _ 
; AS Foes totius Anglie apud Searesberiam iv. 
- Aprilis f; 
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_ gether. The King had now bur one Daughter left, which 
nt was Mand, firſt married to the Emperor of Germany, whoſe 
0) Widow ſhe became in the Year 1125, and afterwards, in 
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1127, to Geofry Plantagenet Earl of Anjow; bur before the 
| King ſenthis Daughter away to this ſecond Husband, u 
h news of his Nephew William's Promotion to the Earldom 
y | of Flanders, and his attempting great Matters by the Aſſ- 
S, ſtance of the King of France, he was exceedingly diſtreſſed 
y, and troubled, and calling his Parliament together (faith 
g Brompton, Thomas Wikes, and Chron. Saxon. and every bo- 
r, dy elſe) at Weſtminſter (or, as others, 'at Windſor) he 
made both David King of Scotland, all the Archbiſhops, 
and Biſhops, Abbots and great Men, take the' Oath of Fi- 
delity, and .do Honfage to his Daughter, and her Heirs 
lawfully begotten, in cafe himſelf hould die withour an 
Ifſlue Male 3 which they accordingly did ; and,- am 
the reſt, none farwarder to do it than Stephen Earlof Blois, 
who either adminiſtred the Oath himſelf to the reſt, after 
he had taken it himſelf, or elſe contrived the Form there- 
of; for Lknow not well which is the ConſtruQtion of thoſe 
Words in Tho. Wikes's Chronology, in the Year 1127. Non 
ſolum in Perſona propria ſacramentum fidelitatis emifit, ſed & 
aliis Regni Proceribus jurisjurandi formam preſtruxit. . But 
you ſee, I hope, plainly, that Zenry was apprehenſive. e- 
Mough of the growing Power of his Nephew William, and 
- yet thought fit to take no other Security of the Nation a- 
gainſt hina than a common Oath of Allegiance ; there was 
no Talk or Offers after an Oath of Abjuration, inthoſe days ;' 
- tho it had been much to his purpoſe, and he had Power e- 
nough had it been otherwiſe convenient. This Oath of Fi- . 
delity was again renewed to Maud at Northampton in 1131. 
Habitoq; non parvo procerum conventu apud Northantonam priſ- 
cam fidem apud eos qui dederant neuavit, ab iis qui non dederant 
accepit Jaith W. of, Malmesbury, Hliſt.Novel. 1. 2. p. 177. Which =: 
I mention not as if it were oe out of Fear of any pars 4 
| 2 cu 4 
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Fox J: hy. | 
Enlar Perſon (for William died, as I have aid; in 1128) 
bur, 4n all probability to exclude Geofry her Husband from 
tuling, with whom he was exceedingly offended. I have 
it from Wil. of Malmesbary who tells us, that when King 
' Hentylay on his Death-bed, de Succeſtone interrogatus, Filie 
omnem Terram ſuam citra & ultra mare legitima & peggnni 
Succeſſion? adjudicavit : Marito ejus ſubiratus, quod cum & mi- 
nis & injuriis aliquantis irritaverat. | 
Notwithſtanding all this Caution and Security, and this 
haſt Declaration of the dying Kingin favour of his Daugh- 
rer; 1135, Stephen Earl of Blois, his Nephew by his Siſter 
Altliza Daughter of rhe Conqueror, got over-from Nor- 
mandy into England, and tho he was repulſed at Dover, 
and by the Men of Xent, yet he was entertained by the 
LZondoners, and by the-dexterous Management of his Bro- 
ther 'the Biſhop of Winton, who promiſed for him all thar 
could be wanted or deſired, he was crowned by the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, whole Scruples aboutthe former Oath 
to Maud were ſatisfied' by the”Oarh of a bold Nobleman, 
who ſwore he heard King Z7enry, on his' Death-bed, dif- 
inherit his Daughter Maud, and __ E Stephen to ſucceed 
him in the Kingdom. Some of our Hiſtorigns tell -us, 
. that there was but a poor Show of Biſhops and Great-men 
* ar the Coronation, and that many ill Omens were i{ſeen 
_ *thereat; others ſay otherwiſe, and tell us it was 
anmentibus Prafulibus & Proceribus Regni , -and that-they 
pitch'd on Stephen, becauſe that Maud had -no+ Children, 
- and they wanted a conſiderable Perſon to look after the 
Affairs of the Kingdom, Bur all of them in general cry 
out aloud upon the ſudden Change 6f the EnglilsNobility 
8 had fo lately ſworn Fidelity ro Maud, Ommnis Anglia, quaſi 
' in iftu oculi, ej ſubjetta of ſaith Walt. Hemingford , fom 
Malmesbury, c; 56. Ever Robert of Glouceſter (woreto Stephen, 
tho with a very evil Mind undoubtedly, becauſe he could 
not otherwiſe be in any Capacity of ſerving his Siſter-in-law 
* aſe Son. to Hen 1 . Hand 
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Maud ind her Son (for now ſhe was brought to bed of Her- 'Y 


Son Henry); this reaſon Wil, of Malmeshury, %his Client, 
gives'for him, He was afraid of his former Oath to' Maud, 
and he was afraid he ſhould never do her any Service" he 
ſyore 'not to Stephen, and therefore he did at, tho conditi- 
onally, that he Gould preſerve his Honor and his Covenants. 


Robert was the only Man alive he feared, for he was wiſe - 


and valiant to a wonder in thoſe days, and he was glad to 
haveany hold at all of ſuch a Man, and therefore accepted 
of his Conditional Homage. Y ouſhall take the wotds, and 
ſe what you can make of them your ſelf, Iraque Fomagi- 
um Regi fecit, ſub conditione quadam, ſcilicet, quamdin ille i 72 
nitatem ſuam integre cuſtodiret, & fibi patta ſervaret : Spettato 


enim janMludym Regis ingenio inſtabilitatem ejus fidei pravidebat. 


Malmsb. Hiſt. Novel. |. I.P.179. I am greatly afraid,, there 
are many Roberts of Glouceſter now aliye, that have taken 
the Oarhs to their preſent Majeſties, with no better defign 
than to capacitate themſelves to do them a ſhrewd turn, 


whenir lies in their way; alchough they ſce no-ſhadgw of 
Unfaithfulneſs or ill deſign in them; bur this is a Remark \ 


out of my way, which you will pardon. Ir is only to my 


purpoſe to ſay, that Stephen contented himſelf with the or--- 


dinary. Oath of Allegiance, tho Mand was his Competitor; 
and put no Nobleman or Commoner upon abjurin FRG 


hers by name, tho he were ſenſible that they, m "prove- 


contieualThorns in his ſide; and upon thoſe Apprehenfion 
as ſoon as he was ſettled in his Throne, he paſled oyer, with. 


an Army into France, with purpoſe only of fubduing Gay | 
Wikes, 


of Anjew, her Husband, Projpevert 9 (faith Tho, 
1136,) quod fi Imperatrix prolem de corpore ſuo generaret, bells 


fibi minime defutura, knowing full well that. if. ſhe had CliF- 
dren, he mult look for little quiet. Bur Children ſhe had, 


and you know how trqublelome this Woman, with her 
Son and Brother Robert, were to him for.many. Years, the 


many Miſeries this poor Kingdom endured under the >; 
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' of theirDiſſenſions (for in moſt Wars a Country finds bur 
- little difference berween Friends and Enemies) and the A- 
greement made at laſt betwixt them. I will nor infiſt on 
any of theſe Matters: King Stephen took all uſual care to 
ſecure the Crown to himſelf and his Poſterity ; but it went 
no farther than to take the common Oath of Allegiance to 
himſelfandin 11 52,to cauſe the ſame to be takento Exftace 
his Son. For ſo Annales Waverlrienſes 1352, Apud Londoniam 
Euſtachio Filio R. Stephani fid: & jurejurando Univerf Comites 
& Barones Anglie ſe ſubdiderunt. He would have had him 
crowned, but the Clergy, by order of thePope, oppoſed it 
ſtrongly, and he could not carry his Point, - as Gerwafius 
tells us, in Stephano, 1131-p. In the Year 1152, died 
Stephen's Wife, and in 1153, E»ftace his Son, a ſBmachful _ 
young Prince; ſo that Stephen, conſum'd almoſt with Care 
and Grief, and finding himſelf decay, and his Adverſary 
oungZZenry daily increaſing in Riches and the Fayour of the 
; EE began to incline to Peace, which was agreed upon, 

you know, on condition that Stephen ſhould continue Kin 
during his natural Life, and ZZenry to ſucceed him : wy 
that William, Stephen's only remaining Son, ſhould be poſ- 
ſeſſed of all his Father's Eſtate, whilſt a private Subject; 
but he liv'd not long to enjoy it, dying in King Henry's 
Service, at.the Siege of 7holouſe, inthe Year 1159: Stephen 
hirhſelf went before him, dying in the Year 1154. leaving 
Peace, the greateſt and moſt wanted Bleſſing, to this di- 
ſtrated Kingdo m, Conſider, Sir, Ipray, whether an Oath 
of Abjuration, was not full as ſcaſonable in this King Sre- 
phen's Caſe, as ir can poſſibly be in any others, and then 

I will goon. 

Henry II, [being poſſeſſed of the Throne, took the uſual 
.  Dathof Fidtlity from his Subjects, without any manner of 
Regard had to William, Stephen's Son, who ſerved him four 
.-— Years, and died at laſt, as I haye faid, in 1159. He 
reigned thirty five years, and endured great _ and 
Ons 
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"7 called Secundus, ſometimes Tertius ſometimes Funior and Mi 
*"2or) he cauſed to be crowned King whilſt himſelt lived,and 


- jury ; and yet ſhe appears no ways concerned-in-che Trea-- 
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_newClaim at. that time : a 


giouws Heroes of thar Age: But: certainly! he was very ilt 


are miſtaken in repreſeriting theſe matters, and »oot 


Me 
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{ions from an untoward Queen, and moſt ungracious 
{ hildren, the Eldeſt of which called Z7enry (ſometimes 


quickly found good reaſon to repent him of ſuch favour. 
Bur having no competitor for the Crown, his Troubles are 
nothing to my purpoſe, ſince he. could have no occaſion: 
for an Oath of Abjuration: and therefore I have done with - 
him, when I have obſerved tro you, that notwithſland- 
ing the Oath the Nation rook in general ro his Mother 
Maxd her elf, yet Henry ſucceeded Stephen, without any 
manner of notice taken of Jer. Polydor Virgil makes her- 
preſent at the. Treaty of Agreement, but mentions no- . 
Ceſlion or yielding up her Right ; no Hiſtorian, F have: 
ſeen, takes any notice of her at all ; and y@, undoubtedly, 
ſhe took all thoſe pains, in her Wars with Stephen for & 
ſelf, and upbraided Stephen and-all his Followers with: Per-- 


ty, nor makes any manner of Declaration: that ſhe abſol-- 
ved them of their Oaths+to her; . or-that ſhe was willing 
they ſhould transfer their Allegiance to her Son. Perhaps. 
they took theſe things for granted, becauſe ſhe put-in no- 

If char we know further of her- 
is, that ſhe died, as ſome ſay, in the-r 31hFor, as others, 
in 'the 14th Year of her Son Henrys Reign, who died. 
himſelf in 1189, and left his Crown and Kingdom un-- + 
conteſted to Richard I,, who was his Eldeft Son then living. 

He was a braye Prince, and, according to the ſipertit- 
tious humour of thoſe times, engaged inthe Recovery-of 
the ZZoly Sepulchre out of the hands of Infidels, where he- > 
performed Wonders, and. was accounted ene of. the Relj-. _ * 


id at home, for theſe his glorious Pai abroad ; by- % 
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pains to ſer them in'berter order, and that in-thorr, rods” 

Hoveden; Walt. Flemingford, and Fohn Brompton,” es 

Ig Hes Richard went into the Eaſt, he left the-Govertmenr® 

. of England in-the hands of William Longchenip, Lord Chan- 
cellor and Biſhop of Ely, who (for ought" appears) mana- 

19 .ged it with great Fi eliry to the King his Maſter, but 
| to the great diſlike of John and his Adherents, who made 

; Js many grievous Complaints of his tyrannick Government, 4 
T and ſeemreſolved to have him laid aſide ar any rate; the: 
thing that offended Fohr ar rhe bottom was.this, chat the 
1 3: | Chancellor, being a.Man of great Abilities and Power, a- 


' betted and maintained the Right of Arthur of Brett any, 
. - Son and Heirs of Geofry elder Brother to John, and ſent | 
underhand to the King of Scotland, who was his preat Un- 
cle, for his Protetion and Afliſtance, in caſe King Richard 

| ſhould 'do otherwiſe than wellin the Zol-Zang; proteſting 
” moreover to him, that by Letters directed to him from $7- 
E city, 9, King Richard had appointed Arthur his Succeſſor,” if 
| he ſhould die. Ir isnor very certain whether the Chancellor 
| - aRed thus in fayour of young Arthur, out of a'good 
Principle, as knowing: him the rightful Heir.; or \with, 
ambitious pfarpoſe of contani in his 5 eat Aurcho»- 
rity'atd Regency," as he was likely to do, if.a Child fiic- 
.cceded ; but whatever the Motive was to his aſſerting Aro © 
thar's Right, his doing To muſt needs be enough to'thake 
_ - mortal bo pu The Chant as a XR $a 
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they came to open Hoſtilities ; in which the Chancellor find- 
ing himſelf the weaker, and knowing he had many Mens 
Perſons about him, whoſe Hearts were with John, he made 
his Peace with him, upon the vile unworthy Terms of for- 
faking Arthur. But this was not what John wanted, which 
was. his Degradation and Removal ; to-which the following 
Paſſage - miniſtred occaſion, Geofry Archbiſhop of Tork was 
forbid (for {ome cauſe or other) by K. Richard to enter Eng-. 
lasd in three Years ſpace; bur he, unmindful of the King's 
d (and fome 9 Ae his own Oath) reſolved to 
take-the opportunity of the King's Abſence, and enter on 
his-Bi ick, which attemptingto do, at Dover, he was 
watched by the Chancellor's Spies and taken from the Altar 
of a Church, whither he fled forrefuge, and dragged from 
thence, and carried and committed to the Conſtable of Dover 
Caſtle. This made a great Noiſe, you may be ſure, in 
thoſe days, and opened the Mouths of the Clergy, with 
whoſe Cries Earl John fell in immediately (tho no great 
Friend to Church-men, who are even with him in moſt of 
their Hiſtories) and wrote to the Chancellor to fetthe Arche 
biſhop at Liberty; who refuſing to do it, he raiſed a con- 
ſiderable Army, and drove his Enemy to great Straits, and 
at laſt ſuffered him to tranſport himſelf out of the/Land; . 
having firſt, in the Preſence and with the Conſent of many 
Biſhops, Judges, and Great-men, and the Citizens of Low 
ps ecreed, bw he = not fit - yoke br or live 
any longer in ingdom. When thi Company 
sf pope er, Earl John reſolved they ſhould not 
without a Taſt of his Intentions, and therefore the"fame 
day both he and rhe Archbiſhop of Roan (who was pur 
che Kingdom) and eehers ofthe King juſtices grmed ow 
om 0 $ Juſtices to 
the Citizens of London, habere communam ſnam ; _—_— 
in the ſame Year, Johvaud the Archbiſhop of Roan, with al« 
molt. all che ;Biſhops; :Barls, ED they would 
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moſt firmly and inviolably ( as long as it ſhould pleaſe the 
King )- obſerve and keep communamn illam. The Gloſſary'to 
the X. Scriptores interprets Communam 'by Aſſociation and 
Confederation, as if it were, that theſe Lords and great Folks 
fook the Citizens of London into Council with them, and made 
them join with them in paſſing their Decree and Sentenct'on 
the Chancellor. They did 'indeed do fo; but this is not 
enough methinks. I have the Authority of a moſt 'excel- 


lent skilled Perſan both in theſe and all other Foe: 


Matters whatſoever, that Commun fignifies in the{ place, 
Privileges, and Immunitits, and by the Senſe, I believe-we 
ſhould all of us conſtrue it fo : For by the Paſſage, with 
its Circumſtances, it appears, that there was a Combina- 
tion of Lords and Biſhops and the Citizens of London, ini 
fayourof John, againſt any other Succeſſor. And the Ci- 
rizens of - London on their part, {wore Faithful Service 
[ rook.. the Oath of Fidelity ] to King Richard and his 
Heirs, and engaged, that if he died withour Iſſue, they 
would receive John for their Lord and King. And there» 
upon {ware Fidelity to him againſt all Men, ſaving their 
Oath to Richard. Radulph. d: Diceto, and Joh. Bromton 
make no mention of theſe Londoners Swearing ; but Roger 
Hoveden does ( in his Annals, pag. 70z. ) who lived and 
_ in King John's Days ; and to him TI refer you; if you 
calc. 


was very angry at theſe Proceedings, 
Words of his Brother John; dba 


- Deſignation and Appointment of the _ then fiving, who 


bebeve theſe | '('as-well-as the Departure of 
his Enemy King Plot as. dnbhebiic verry this 
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ſooner into England, But, in, his Retyra he was.unfortu- 
nately taken Priſoner by.the Duke of Avſtriz; and deli» 
vered into the Emperor's Hands,and there continued Sixteen 
or Eighteen Months. This Opporrunity his Brother John 
laid hold on, and by the inſtigation of the French King, 
opened his. Purpoſes and ſought the. Crown, ſometimes 
giving out the King was dead, and ſometimes that rhe 
Emperor reſolved neyer to ler him go. ( And ſome His 
ſtorians tell us that the King of Frante, and: Fohn, made 
mighty . Offers to the Emperor, either to detain him, or 
deliver him up into their Hands, which he had much ado 
to reſiſt.) But the Nobility oppoſed him conſtantly, and 
kept their Faith inviolable to their King, to their grear 
Praiſe,and however careleſs and injuriousthey had been with 
reſpe to Arthur's Right of Succeſlion, yet they were very 
bold and faithful to. their preſent King in Poſſeſſion ; ins 
{omuch that inſtead ; of kelivering up the Kingdom, and 
{wearing Allegiance to' him, as he demanded, they very 
yigaroully.. belieged him and his, in Windſor-Csftle, and 
forcd-him tp ſurrender thas 'and:other Holds, and fly the 
Kingdom; which he ,did,:.and - betook himſelf to his old 
Friend the King of France, to whom he became Liege-man, 
and did Homage for; Narmandy, whioh yet would not ſubmir 
to Fohn, but deglared it {elf. for irs ola Matter, whom they 
hoped to ſee. ar home in, and ſafe in' a ſhort 'time, 
Ando they did ; for Richard came . and landed at Sands 
wich in Kent, and was joyfully receiv'd of all his Subjects 
throughout the Kingdom,, excepting . ſome few -Places 
which held .out for John, which in a little time were re- 
duc'd, and taken into Mercy by the 'King, who, by ' the 
Advice of the Biſhops , was .again Crown'd, with great 
Pomp at Wizcheſter. | | 

This is 2 long Hiſtory,.; you will think, tho 1 have 

catly. ſhortened it ; bur whereto. does it ſerve? © Why 
po have confounded —_ Two Attempts -of  Fehy, - and 
2 


made 
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made but One of them ; and {ome have only mentioned 
kis Artempr during his Brother's Imprifonment, which yer, 
you ſee, was a Second Una:rtaking, in purſuance of the 
Firſt, which made way ( as he imagined) for-it. The 
Uſe I make of it, is this, ro ſhew you, that John, by this 
firſt Treaſonable Atrempt of cauſing People to ſwear Fide- 
liry to him, againſt the King's Will, and without his 
Knowledge, and when he was not ſo much as Preſuwmptive 
Heir, muſt make him juſtly liable both to the King's An- 
ger, and tothe Puniſhment of the Laws of the Land ; bur 
that his ſecond Attempt upon the Crown made him un- 
doubredly a 7rajtor, and not to beendur'd either by King 
or Subject. I know not how a Subject can become more 
dangerous, and to be ſuſpefted , thari by having once 
been ſworn into the Succeſſion, withour his Prince's Know- 
ledge and Good Will;and having afterwards demanded open- 
ly the Crown, altho his King was then alive: And ſure, his 
Cr ſo wellas he did the firſt rime, and his atrempr- 
ing itthe ſecond time, muſt make him a dangerous Com- 
petitor ro: the King, and fir to be excluded by an Oath of 
Abjuration. But nothing of this was thought upon. R- 
shard, after the Reduction of the Caſtles that held out in 
John's Favour, ſummoned a Parliament at' Nottingham, 
(ſuch as the: Parliament was then) on the Thirtieth of 
March 1194. | Trigefima Die menfis Martii feria quarta Ri- 
cardus Rex Anglie celebravit primum Concilii ſui diem apud 
Nottingham : as R. Hoveden, pag. 737. | where were pre- 
ſent Elianoy the King's Mother, the two Archbiſhops, Da- 
vid the King of Scotlands Brother, the Biſhops and the 
Barons : And on the Day following, the King demanded 
Juſtice ſhould be done him, on his Brother John, who a- 
gainſt his Oath of Allegiance, had ſeiſed -on his Caſtles, 
deſtroyed his Countries, both at home and abroad, and 
Leagued againſt him with the King of France, his Enemy. 
ys Rare. adjudged, that Earl Fehn-ſhould be cited ro-ap- 


wo” 
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pu within Forty Days, and ſtand to-the Law, and-that-if 
e 


id not Tudicaverunt Comitem FJohannem demerg<- 
ifſe regnum, ſaith Hoveden. Tpſum Fratrem (uum Rex exhe- 
redavit. Annal. Waverl, An. 1194. Omne jus priftinum & 
honorem impenſum ſolenni judicio Procerum ſuorum abjudicevit, 
faith 7. Brompton, from W. Ho_ ( whom he con- 
ſtantly Copies, /and Cites by the Name of Walter de Giſc- 
burn, pag. 1278. lin. 19. ) Judicio Procerum omni honore pri- 
vavit, faith H. Knighton, |. 2. x, he But the Annales 
De Margan, ( put out by the excellently Learned 
Dr. Gale, in 1691, ) go, to my-thinking, a great way far- 
ther than all the reſt. The Paſlage is "Sh. am long, but 
remarkable - enough to make. you amends for the Patience 
of Reading it. Thus then in the Year M C XC IX. 


he had acted againſt the King, and Kingdom,"in Confederacy with 


get againſt this Tudgment and. Decree, he « Crowned King ; 
William.. 


 FaF 
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William de Breuſe,: together with bis Faction,  proffng inflant- 
t 


ly for his Coronttion... In which Coronation "Pere Cone 
cerned, offended grievouſly, as well. becauſe John had no Right 
to the Kingdom, Arthur, his | elder Brother's Son, being then 
alive, as alſo, that if he had been Heir of the Kingdom, yet 
by and for the above repeated Treaſon, he had been depri- 
ved and difinherited. This is a famous Paſlage, and makes 
very much for «Bill of Exclu/ton, at leaft; if I miſtake 
Logir was diding the King of Fraxce es ending 
egat was di ing of France ending hi 
Son Lewis into En ces che canons ow, 7» 
had by expreſs Meſſengers delird himto do) and: told 
him , England. then ,was 18. Peter's: Patrimany, by 'the Re- 
ſignation of King;F#b»;\ the King of France told him, that 
England nevet was John's to give, { as well becauſe no King 
can give: away his Kingdom, without their Conſent, as 
alſo). becauſe the had: forfeited all Right tro the Crown 
Caf - Right he had-had )' by his .Treafons'againſt Richard, 
Borne « "porn _ _ 1d Ln 
pa n Him ; as a Traitor,” by Zugh de Pudſey, Bi- 
ſhop of D Durham. "Thus Matth. Weftm. tho Math.” Paris 
repreſents it.-a) little otherwiſe. . But' tho the King and 
Parliament:ptocecded to'an A7 of Excla/ton, yer they put 
no one upon: ncacy: 3 ens by «Name. ' They thought it 
enough * to'fecure'. the '-prelent 'King by . an Oath. of Alle- 
glance, and t6 put by John from ſucceeding him; but no 
one eyer' was conltrain'd' ts = Y never ng nor 
ought to,..be King. T wrt. fohn as 'much as. the 
__ by BE DR from {wearing to him; 4 
they/ intended not to-. hurt the Subjects, by compelli 
them to ſwear againft him. - Methinks' there is a great dea 
of Difference berwixt theſe two Points; and that's the Uſe 
I would have you make of this long Story, which I will 
conclude, wheni Thave added, Thar tho John afterwards 
did aQtually fucceed his Brother Richard; tho Arthur Uo 
a 
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been/declared” Sucteſſbr ts Richard; this it was the Opini- 
on of all the World, both abroad and' at home, that 4r- 
thir was the undoubted Heir of the Crown ; tho ma: 
Nobles ſided with him; tho he claim'd the Crown himſelf 
openly, and gave Fohnabundanceof Trouble, and alarm'd 
him daily ; yet did Joh never attempr to get him abjured 
by the Nation, nor to ſecure himfelf any. other way than 
by the common Oath of Allegiance. -He afterwards caught 
him, and in all likelyhood ordered him to be made away 

riyately ; but that was nothing tothe People of England. 
Je- died, 'tis' thought, about 1203, but his Siſter Ellizor, 
commonly called 7h: Damoſet of Britanny, lived till after 
1240. Tho ' ſhe undoubtedly: was the Heireſs of the 
Crown, if the Nation had regarded' the' Lineal and im- 
mediate Succeſſion, as much 1n- thoſe; [as in theſe latter 
Days, which it is manifeſt they did nor: -- | 

* The long and troubleſome Reign of Ferry the Third, 
the Times of Edward the Firſt and: Second afford me no+ 
thing to my preſent purpoſe: They had no Rivals or 
Competitors to fear, nor — any occaſion 'of ' 
ſecuring themſelyes by any Oath of Abjuration. . When 
Exward the Third was Crowned King, -upon the Depoſition 
6f his Father, tho- Fdwond of Xent, and others, atrempes 
ed to deliver him from his Impriſonment , and re-inſtate 
him again, yet the young King ſought nor his Safety and 
Kſtabliſhnient by any Oath f Abjuration of his Father. 
It wa$enough, that rhe ſevetal Eſtates. of .the' Kingdom, 
had by Deptities appointed- for the purpoſe; folemnly-re+ 
nounced their Allegiance'ro him, and” chofew his Son-to 
Reign in his ftead and taken the'uſual Oath af” Allagiance ta 
him; 'this was- then eſteemed fufficient-Securiry: for the 
young King,' without ing the-whole Kingdom in 
ar” Oth df -Abjurit%on.” Aadbthis was the Caſe.of Henry 
e Fourth, WHer Richard ahe Second: was a, rhe 
town was cfitaif' by*Parlamatenc on-Him, and. his Sons, 


bur - 
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but there was no — "= Tr by.an Oath to be taken 
by. the Subjecs. ©: The Eſtates of the Realm Depoſed him 
very ſolemnly (even withour any notice taken of his Re- 
ſignation, though after he had made it) objeRing ſuch and 
ſuch Crimes, as deſerv'd it; which they might well have 
gs and {urcly would: have: done it,  eyen - for, pities 
ake, if they had-not intended thereby roſhew ana'cxerciſe 
a Power they thought inherent in them, on {uch extraordi- 

nary Occaſions. ' | 
I will not trouble you with the Inſtance of Z7enry VI. 
.. with regard to Richard Duke of Tork, who made claim 
upon him; nor of Edward TV. with regard to Henry, VI, 
neither of which Princes thought of fecuring themſelyes 


$2: by any Oath of Abjuration. Becauſe you may lay, there 


was no need of their doing ſo, ſince both of them looked 
. upon themſelves as Rightful Poſſeſſors of the Throne; and 
what need was there of cauſing the Subjes to Abjure the 
Right of -one who had no Right at that time ; nor, (as 
they thought) at any time beſides 2 For I make no queſti- 
on but Henry VI. look'd on himſelf as moſt Rightful King ; 
and truly the Succeſſion of three Generations , and the 
Poſſeſſion, for above threeſcore years, of Royalty, might 
have made a more Deyour” and Conſcientious Prince ti 

_ #fenyy was (if it could be) believe ſo too. Neither will ic 
ſerve to my: purpoſe, to inſtance in Richard IN. with re- 
gard to the Son and Daughter of his Elder Brother George 
Duke of Clarence, becauſe he confided fo far in the A4t- 
raindowr of the Father, that he -had no. ſuſpicion of the 
Children ;' he Baſtardiz'd, 'Depos'd, and Murther'd, the 
Children | of his Brother Edvard IV. but he thought the 
Att of Parliament had fecurd him again t the Family of 
Clarence, anti therefore was. regardleſs of them, We have 
no reaſon-to think- he aQed/ our of any. berter Principle, 
towards:them. :-, Ant: it wa not. then: perha {o clear in 
Law, as ſince ,:7hat the Crown. takes away- my 
| . ops 
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Pops in Blood; and that from the tine the _ 
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1p ſures the 

Crown, the Fountain is cleared, and all Attaindors and Cor- 
ruption of Blood diſcharged; which was the Reſolution of 
the Judges, in the Caſe of Henry VII. | 
The Inſtances I hayc mentioned before, from Edgar 
Atheling to Richard Il. are enow, -and ſufficient ro my Pur- 
poſe, or none are. And I hope from them, you will be 
able to ſee, what I deſign'd to ſhew you, in the firft place, 
That, though we have had ſo many Occaſtons, where an 
Oath of Abjuration was full as Reaſonable, as Convenient, 


. and as Neceſſary, as it can poſſibly be at this day, yet we 


have neyer had one. And therefore, that a» Oath of A 
Juration would be altogether Strange and New- in England. 
And if you do not allo ſee, as it were by the by, from 
rhele Colletjons, that the Oaths of Fid:lity ayd All:giance, 
have been conſtantly impoſed on, and taken 'by, the Sub- 
jets of the” Land (concern'd to take them)-- to ſuch Per- 
{ons as were by. the Conſent and Approbation - of the 7hree 
Eſtates of the Kingdom, inveſted with the Regal Power, al- 
though-#hey could not lay claim thereto, by Lineal and 
Legal Succeſſion : If you do. not fee this, I ſhall think 1 
have repreſented MattePbur confuſedly. Believe me then, 
in ſhort, an Oath of All:giance was always taken, bur- an 
Oath of Atljuration, never. 

1 am now, in the Secoxd place, ro ſhew you, accordin 
to my Skill, that a» Oath of Abjuration is altogethzy Needleſs. 
If it be needful, it 1s 6nly needful ro the ſecuring their 
Preſent Majeſtics itt the'F6ſNefſion of the Throne, which 
they (in our Opinion I am ſure) fill moſt deſervedly. But 
this is not to be done by an Oath of AbiorMhs, if it 
will not be done by an Oath of Allegiance. And 1 may 
well preſume, that ſuch as refuſe the Oath of All-giance, 
will never take an Oath of Abjuration ; fo that here will 
be no New Subjeds gaind we may be ſure ; and if it will 
neither gain New SubjeRs, nor faſten the Old ones cloſer 
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ro their Majeſties Intereſt, where is the' Neceſſity of im- 
poſing. it? Do their Majeſties, 1 pray, want any thing 
mare than Allegiance and Fid:lity from all, or any of their 
Subjeas, in the reſpeQive Stations they ſtand related to- 
their Princes in 2 No one, I think, will ſay they do. If 
all men therefore would fulfil their Oaths of Allegiance 
and Fideliry, what need would there be of impoſing any 
New ones ? It is not taking New Oaths, but. keeping the 
01d ones, that muſt ſecure their Preſent Majeſties ; and 
will any Man that does not make a. Conſcience of ful-- 
filling the Oaths he has taken, be ſcrupulous of either 
taking, or breaking, any New Ones? What ſhould hinder 
one from taking an Oath of Abjuration, who has no re- 
gard to his Oath of Allegiance ? And what ſecurity can. 
you have agaipſt the breach of a-Second Oath, from one who 
ſthews apparently he values not his Firf2 De you nor 
therefore ſee that ſuch as knowingly break their Allegiance 
Oath, will take at laſt (though not without ſome kind of. 
ſcruple. neither) the Oath of Abjuration and break it, 
when it is convenient, full 2s knowingly 2- We ſee Men, 
frequently, that are nice and {queamiſh, - with re(pe to- 
ſame Offences, who yet make vety bold with others, al- 
together as heinous ; bur it is ſeldom ſeen that a Man: 
grows tenderer in a Point wherein he has once or twice: 
offended. He who has taken the Oath of Allegiance to 
their Majeſties, and yet will Comfort, and Abett, and: 
Correſpond with any of their Enemies, will take the 
- Oath. again, and proceed to whatever Oath you ſhallL.im- 

&, and ſtill retain the ſame mind, and purſue the ſame. 

- <> ; nd he may do it all, upon the ſame Principle, 
by which he aqs, when he breaks his Oath- of Alle- 
iance. So that an Oath of Abjuration, will neither gain 
eir Majeſties any New Friends, nor fix the O/4 Ones 
faſter to them, nor- yet diſcover any Old or New Enemies. 
And: what is an Oath good for, that will anſwer to _ 
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of theſe. ends and purpoſes 2 That will neither diſcover 
Truth nor Falſhood That will neither make nor keep: 


| Men Honeſter or more Loyal than they were before, nor 


yet prevent them from being Falſe and Traiterous, or 
ſhew us when they are ſo? I make no doubt but this is 
the pretence and plea for an Oath of Abjuration, that it 
will diſcover who are Enemies- to the Preſent Goverw 
ment ; and this is that which may make it appear moſt 
reaſonable to be impoſed. If it will not therefore do 
this, it will do nothing, or it will do miſchief. This I 
conclude it will never do (3. e. diſcover who are Enemies 
to the Government) for this Reaſon. Becauſe (ſuppoſing 
all along, thar none will rake an Oath of Atjuration, 'who 
have retuſed to take the 'Oath of Allegiance, and there- 
fore that they alone who' have taken the Oath of Allegi- 
ance, will take the Abjuration Oath) they who have taken 
the Oath of Allegiance mala fid:, who deſign (or whos 
ther they deſign or no, do actually do it) to ſerve and 
ſuccour the Late Xing, will allo certainly take the Abjura- 
tion Oath. They who have falſified their Faith to Kin 

William and Queen Mazy, in favour of the Late Xing will 
not ſtand out upon another Oath, by which they ſhall 
not only loſe perhaps. a Beneficial Office, but alſo inca- 
pacitate themſelves for either hurting their Preſent Ma- 
jclties, or ſerving their Late Maſter. This I have before 
ſhewed, and it is not in Man to find out, or aſſign, one 
tolerable Reaſon why they ſhould not do ir. Will there- 
fore any ſuch Perfidious Men as theſe be diſcovered by-an 
Oath of Abjuration > Will they not rather be enabled to do 
more miſchief by being more truſted for ſuch an Oath, 
which they eſteem and will keep juſt as they did the 
Other ? So that the King and Queens Enemies will lie as 
ſafe and cloſe under an Oath of Abjuration, as under an 
Allegiance Oath : for what, I would know, does the moſt 
ſolemn and tremendous Oath ſignific, unleſs the _ 
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think” himſelf oblig'd in Conſcience to obſerve it > And 
if he donot think himſelf oblig'd in Conſcience, to obſerve. 
and keep his Oath of AUlzgiance, what is there that ſhould 
tie arr Abjaration Oath upon him ? For the tie and Santion 
of both theſe Oaths muſt be the ſame, and the breach of 
them muſt be alike Criminal, and will be puniſhed alike, 
in both Worlds, inaſmuch as a Man is equally Perjur'd in. 
little and in-great matters: and if any Man will thew 
how he may lafely violate his Oath of Allegiance, with a 

ood Conſcience, I will do as much for him, for the vio- 
Votes of the ſtricteſt Oath of Abjuration, in the World. 
I hope you perceive then, that they who will take an 
Oath of All:gjance to their Preſent Majeſties, and make 
no manner: of Conſcience of Performing it, but actually 
ſerve, and correſpond with their Enemies, will alſo make 
no Bones of taking and breaking an Oath of Abjuration ; 
which is the Reaſon from whence I' conclude an Oath of 
Abjuration will not ſerve to diſcover the King and Queens 
Enemies, which yet it certainly pretends to do. - Fhey 
are; it ſeems, to- be diſcovered by Refwfing the Oath ; but 
they intend to take the Oath, and where is the diſcovery 2 
Well, but will all that rake the Oath of Allegiance take the 
 Oath-of Abjuration 2 No, unqueſtionably »o. Will nor there- 
fore. thoſe who refuſe-it, be thereby diſcovered to be Ene- 
mies tothe Preſent Government? I ſay again No. They will 
not be diſcovered to be Enemies, becaule they will not be 
thereby its Enemies. Let us, for once divide the People. 
that have taken the Oath of Allegiance ro their Majelties 
into, 1. Such as have taken and kept it bona fide. 2. Such 
as have taken and broken i wittingly and willingly, and 
with an evil mind. Of theſe latter, we have teen; no 
manner of good can be expected. They will neither be 
wade Good Subjes, by a New- Oath, nor diſcovered to be 
Bad ones by it.. A New Oath will therefore only affet 
ſuch as have. taken the Oath of Allegiance bona fat, and 
kept 
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kepe it very honeſtly. And is it likely that who 
have Saw bb ſhould. be Enemies to - eames | 
nt you, that a great many ſcrupled and conſidered 
—_ before they venturd on the Oaths ; bur are not 
Scruple and Conſideration tokens of a good and honeſt 
mind? And if after Scruple and Conſideration, they took 
the Oarhs, and ſince have kept them well and honeſtly; 
what Reaſon is there to think, or call, theſe People Ex:- 
mics to the Government, though they ſthould go no far- 
ther> The Legiſlative Power impoſed the Oak of Alle 
giance on the Subject, and intended it for the Security 
and Eſtabliſhment of the Preſent © Government ; -rhe: Subs 
je takes the Oath and _ faithfully, how is /he then 
an Enemy 2 My Friend delires me to walk- a Mile with 
him, to conduct him homewards, and ſec him ſafe through 
ſuch a 7hieving Lane, and I conſent ; and when he comes 
to the Miles end, his fears grow greater, and he. deſires 
me to walk another Mile; bur I tell hini, ir is late; and i 
can po no farther without inconveniency and danger to my 
{elf, 'and for this he quarrels:me, and accounts me his Ene- 
my. | Tleaye you to judg- with-whar Reaſon. I did what 
he defir'dat firſt; and 'thwghty;- with all his foreſight and 
diſtruſt, would'be ſufficient ro ſecure -him (and ſo did all 
that paſſed that way before him)- but1 can do-no more, 
and be fecure my- elf. Sure, though I can no lo 
ferve him, yet I have ferved him ex nll 'and\ may 
ſerve a better name than Enemy. What think-you of the 
Application 2 Muſt thoſe. be -Enemies xo 'rhe Preſent Go- 
vernment, who took the Oath -of ” Allegiance to their Ma- 
jeſties, which was all that was required and thought ſuffi- 
cient for their Safety, and have all along kept it inviolable,. 
and ſerved them faichfully and diligently; muſt theſe be 
reckon'd Enemies, becaute they-will not alſo take an Oath. 
of Abjaration > Will therefore an Oarch of Abjuration.dif- 


cover who are the King and Queens Enemies? | 
But 
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- Bur that Fmay not ſeem to deny every thing to an Oath 
«of Abjuration, after: having fſhewn you what. I-.think. it 
wall net diſcover, I will now ſhew you, what, I think, 
it #11 diſcover. © And firſt, It will diſcover th: Nakedneſs 
| 7 Land; it will diſcover the diſtreſs and ſtraits, we 
our ſelves reduc'd to, when we mult have recourſe 
to ſuch extremities. When that which fecures all other 
Governments in the World beſides, and that which has 
ſecured our Own, as_well as any Other, for ſo many 
hundreds of years (viz. an Oath of Allegiance to the Pol- 
{effors. of the Throne) will not ſecure, or be thought ſuf- 
ficient to ſecure, the Preſent Government, on what Foun- 
dation will the World about us think we ſtand? They 
.have ſeen us chooſe, and S$lace upon the Throne, our 
Princes, with all good. liking and affection poſlible : And 
they will ſee us now, forc'd to be Chain'd to our Obedi- 
ence, and tied down groveling on the ground for fear of 
riſing up againſt them. This Poſture will not pleaſe. our 
Friends abroad, who underſtand our Generous Tem 
better ; they will fear the effects. of ſuch unuſual Bonds. 
And for our Enemies abroad, they. undoubtedly will do, 
as our Enemies at home: do, rejoyce exceedingly, at ſuch 
the Diſconcented Difaf- 
fected People are now call'd) have hitherto ſhewn them- 
elves but Puny Politicians ; their Deſigns have neither 
wanted Malice nor Barbarity, but they have laid and 
manag'd them, with ſo much Weakneſs and Simplicity, 
that {cem to be infatuated very much : but yer they 
are wiſe enough to foreſee the advantages they are like to 
reap from the Diſtrations an Oath of Abjuration will un- 
doubredly produce amongſt us. And though ſome of 
them may be ſet to. decry it f pro wan as a moſt abo- 
minable: unheard-of - thing , and others of them, in their. 
weakneſs, truly believe.it is fo, yet the Managers of the 


Party, and more underſtanding People among(t them, do. 


under- 


% 


% 


Cs 
", 


C32) : 
tiinderhand 'abett, and favour 'it exceedingly, well know- 
ing ſhall find their account therein. This is Oze thing 
an Oath of Abjuration will diſcoyer, it will diſcoyer Our | 
Diſtreſs. Secondly, It will diſcover, who can -ſerve the. 
. King no, longer ; that is certain: 'We. ſhall ſee thereby, 
who they are, that. can pay their Majeſties no more than 
Allegiance and Fidelity ; that is, who can pay no_ more, 
than has at any time been paid, to all or any. of their 
Predeceſſors, for aboye ſix hundred years; no more than 
any''of their Predeceſiors have at any time demanded ; 
this we ſhall ſee, and theſe Diſcoveries will be made there- 
by. , But what ſhalt we get by ſuch Diſcoveries? They 
will pleaſe no good Subjects ; there will- be little joy in 
ſeeing a great Number of good People, that ſerve their 
Preſent Majeſties with Faithfulne(s, and Honeſty, and Di- 
*ligence, and-with Afﬀection too, ApePER of their Em- 
oyments, and incapacitated to {erye them any lo : 
for - be fure, no _—_— the Honeſt, Faithful? 5 


+ Conſcientious will be 'diſpoſleſs'd thereby. No falſe Sub- 


jes, none that,can play with an Allegiance-Oath, will for- 
feit any thing-for fear of an ' Abjuratjon-Oath. An Abjura- 
tion-Oath wall therefore diſcover thoſe who can ſerve their 
Majeſties as far as an Oath of Allegiance can carry them, but 
no farther ; and that is a Second Diſcovery, but ſuch a One, 
as no good Engliſh Man can deſire to.make, in. your-Opi- 
nion. Thirdly, An. Abjuration-Oath,. will diſcover, it is 
hoped — 4 thor Paſlage to.the Weft and Eaft Indies — a 
Freſh Spaxiſh Wreck — a new and ready way to-Beneficial 
Offices, and great Preferments. If- ir do not lay open the 
Road to good Employments, by. new Vacancies, it .will be 
good for juſt = Fon If thoſe who take the Allegiance 
Oath, ſhould chance ro take (as who can tell) the Abju- 
ration-Oath, and continue. as they were, .you would hear 


.. no more talk of its great ſecurity, and tendency to rhe 


Eſtabliſhment of the Preſent Government, If this could 
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*be foreſcen, an Oath of Allegiance would firffice\fin their 
Opinion) for any King or Queen in Chriſtendom. 2 
If you think, Sir, T go too far in this matter, T retradt. 
F had rather much, be miſtaken in my gueſſes, than that 
any conſiderable Body of Engliſh Gentlemen ſhould 'pre- 
fer fo vile and ſelfiſh a deſign, to the Peace and welfare 
of their Natural Country. But if you knew this part of 
mankind as well as I do, you would ſtill fear, that the 
way to Offices and good Preferments, was One of 
the Diſcoveries deſigwd to be made by an Oath of Abjn- 
ration, by a great many People. Bur, to draw to a Con- 
clufion of this Head ; an Oatlr of Abjuration muſt be alro- 
ether Needleſs, if it will effe&t no greater matters to the 
ecurity of the Preſent Governryent , than an Oath ef 
Allegiance will do. - Now, though all the Men in England 
Who have taken the Oath of Allegiance, ſhould alſo take 
the-Outh of Abjuration, yet it is from the Oath of Allegt- 
gianctand Fidelity, the Government muſt look for, and find 
its Security, and: not ' from the Oath of Abjuration. For 
he'who has {worn Allegiance and Fidelity to King William 
and'Queen Mary, has fworn, -he will obey and ſerve them 
according to ' his Power, and” ſhew himſelf a ' good and 
fairhful Subject” ro them in ' the refpeAtive- Poſt and Sta- 
tion, he is in. He is not only tied thereby to live peace- 
ably and quietly under their Government, without offend- 
ing againſt their Laws, 'or doing any thing to their pre- 
judice, but he is tied to adFivity in their behalf and de» 
fence, if ais Poſt and Station be fuch as requires him to 
be a#ive. No one, that in good Conſcience took the 
Oath to rheir Preſent Majeſties can find himſelf ar liberty 
to ſerve, by any ways or means, one that would certainly 
dethrone rhem. This--is, undoubtedly, rhe leaſt that an 
Oath of Allegiance -can'do, that it ties the Hands of all 
that rake it, from-lending any manner of Aid or Aſſiſtance 
to the Late Xing James. But if his Poſt be —— is 
wi er 
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| and keep 
the Secrets, to-pray for the Proſperity, and. fight the Bat- 

;, of them... So that as far as;* and wherever, the Office 


curity 2 Prince can expe muſt come' and arife from the 
Obligation of ſuch an Oath. On the other hand, what 
would it ſignifie, or contribute, to the Security of their 
Preſent Majeſties, that a Man ſhould {wear they were the 
Legal, Lineal, Juſt, and Rightful Poſſeflors of the Crown, 
and renounce, abjure, and diſclaim, all Right and Title 
of the Late King ' James thereto; unleſs he held himſelf 
oblig'd, by virtue of his Oath of Alegiancey to keep and 
defend them in their preſent Poſleſſion, to the beſt of his 
power, again all Claimers whatſoever? I know: there is 
a greatdeal. of difference, berwixt an Oath of Allegi- 
ance and Fidelity Simply. ſuch, and an Oath of - Allegiance 
which is alſo Declarative of Right. But the difference does. 
not lie, in. this, -that an Oath Declarative, of Right, * is of 
greater ſecurity. to the Prince, than an Oath of Allegiance 
without ſuch Declaration, For ,he who takes an Oath 'of 
Allegiance, gives himWro whom he fiyears, & right to his 


| Aﬀeguance for the time-to come, although he may be ſup- 
To 


pos'd to have had no right to it before, and thereforeowes: 
the Prince as much Allegiance after his Oath, / as-if he had 
inthe Oath acknowledged him to be-the;moſt Rightful - 


* Prince in the World. As if a-man oblige himſelf-by'Qarh 


to pay another an hundred Pound, he'is as ſtrongly oblig'd 
to pay it: him, - by : virtue of -his; Oath, -as/if,he had truly 
borrowed it in.time. paſt of him... Fhe,Oath'has.given the 
othicr-a Right:to the mony,. and -by/the Qach rhe Promifer . 
is oblig'd to, pay, it... Ido nof tay, thab mam Would not - : 
chooſe, if_he could, .razher,rq have 4,double Right'co his - © 
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 Mony, 'both thar of Debt, atid that of | Oarh, 'than a 
ſingle one of Oath; bur 1 ſay* that an-Oath, (if the Man' | 
be able and conſcientious ) will as certainly ſecure the Mo-' 
ny.to the other, as both an'Oath and Debt. RE). 
By this 1 mean to ſay, that the Oath of Allegiance is of 
it fr as great Security to the Prince, asif a Man ſhould 
withal both Recognize the Princes Right, and *Abjure, 
and renounce to 'the Title and "Right of any other. 
Becauſe the Security ariſes to the Prince from the 
poſitive Engagement of ' the Subject ro do ſomething 
for ' him, to do nothing againſt' him, to pay him Ser- 
vice and Obedience, and 'to defend him againſt his Ene- 
mies, to his Power ; and not from acknowledging him to 
be the Rightful Prince, and ſwearing that another has no 
Right ro his Allegiance, which may be true, but ſignifie 
nothing to his Security. It is therefore evident, that all 
the Security that can ariſe to the Prince, depends upon the 
honeſt Taking, and the honeſt Keeping of” the Oarh of 
Allegiance, which implies Obedience and Afﬀiftance ; and 
that he who hath taken that Oath with good intent, 
hath thereby given himſelf a Bondſman, to pay Obedi- 
ence and Aſſiſtance, which is as much as any Prince can 
either want, or have, from all the Recognitions and Ae- 
knowledgments of Right that can ade. And theſe are 
the Conſiderations upon which I ground my ſecond Con- 
clufion, that an Oath of Abjuration is altogether Needleſs. 
It will not ſecure a King where an Oath of Allegiance 
will not. It will make no new Friends. It will fix no old 
Ones faſter. - It will diſcover no Enemies. Ir will do no- 
thing but Miſchief. 
j + III. I have only now to ſhew you, in the third place, thar 
' an Oath of Abjuration & impoſfeble to be oe I have al- 

ready conſidered the abjuring the Right and Tithe of the late 
Xing in the foregoing Article, and ſhewn the doing ſo 
( tho done with good Faith) would proye no manner of 
Yecurity 
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ity to thei ' Majeſtzes, e. part of 
Abjuration ''is of his Perſon and Gover nnnent-; me 
ſhould Swear—We will not have this Man to Rrignovzr us. 
E fay ſuch an Abjuration-Oath- is, or may be, impoſſible 
to be kept; and therefore ſhould not be impoſed. For . 
if he ſhould come in by Conqueſt, how can any fingle 
Subje@ hinder hinr? _ If the obſtinate Fight at Zander had 
determin'g of that valuable Life, upon which our Saferies 
do all ſo much depend; if God in his Anger ſhould re- 
move our excellent Princeſs ( neither of which things were 
or are any way impoſſible) what would become of us?>- 
If therefore we mean any thing more by abjuring hs Perſon, 
than that we wiſh he may never return, and that we will 
contribute neither Money, Counſel, neither Intelligence, nor 
corporal Aid, we muſt mean no ſenſe, for all belides is no 
ſenſe; and if we mean nothing but ths, we certainly 
mean and intend this, by our Oaths of Allegiance and Fide- 
lity; for they exat as much -as this comes to, at our- 
Hands; to abjure him beyond this, is as if a Man ſhould 
takean Oath, never to haye a Fever, which yet he cannot 
poſſibly preyent ; he ma pang ſafely, that he does. 
not covert it, that he will ive tamperately, and pray. to. 
God to keep it from him, bur he can't forſwear its ſeizing: 
on him; and when it comes he muſt be patient under it... 
And ſure, it would be a hardſhip ona Man, to have more 
than this required, when 'tis impoſſible he ſhould perform 
more. 

This, Sir, is my Senſe and Opinion of an Oath of Ab-.. 
juration. ' If it hit not with yours, or any Man as wiſe 
and good, you will pardon it. If it conyince any one o=- 
therwiſe minded, if it confirm and ſettle any one in the 
like; in a word, if it will do any good; if itwill prevent 
any Evil or Confuſion, if it will any ways tend to the Se-. 
curity of their Preſent Majeſties, and the proſperous con- 
tinuance of their Governmenc oyer us, I ſhall be glad, and: 
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” think my | Timoand Prim U ſpear. 

any of this or no, | nn 7 | 
it well, and I know moreover; that if I err in my. Judgment 

' Terrwith good Company, even with the Major Part of 1 

Honorable Houſe of Commons, in two ſucceſſive Git | 
whoſe Judgment I muſt - needs prefer to the beſt and molt 
undectianding Acquaintance you can poſſibly have. _. ; 


1 am, Sir, your Afﬀeitionate Humble Bervant.” | 
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